



SPARTAN SPEAR, SWORD 
AND SHIELD AWAIT THE 
ONRUSHING PERSIAN HORDE AT 
THE BATTLE OF THERMOPYLAE. 


(91962 TWENTIETH CENTURY-FOX FILM CORPORATION 





ни 


ADAPTED FROM THE MOTION PICTURE 


20TH CENTURY-FOX Presents 
А CinemaScope Picture 


IN 





Lio 
SPARTA 


Starring 
RICHARD EGAN 
SIR RALPH RICHARDSON 
DIANE BAKER 
BARRY COE 
DAVID FARRAR 


Also Starring DONALD HOUSTON 
And Introducing ANNA SYNODINOU 


Produced by 
RUDOLPH MATE and 
GEORGE ST. GEORGE 








Leonidas, of mia d Yhemisiocles, of rename 
with patriotism as their common cause, plan the 
defense of Greece against the hordes of Persia. 
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The Persian King, Xerxes, learns Spartans can en- 
dure any hardship. Agathon, a Spartan, despite 
! torture, reveals nothing thoai might aid the enemy. 










Leonidas and his generals listen as a goatherd, 
Samos, warns them of a secret mountain trail that 
could prove disastrous to the hopes of the troops, 


Leonidas, warrior King of the Spartans, leads his АА } 
men against the fiercest troops the Persians can "Зар o ` 


muster ... the dreaded black-clad Immortals ... “ШЕ 


(e REECE IN THE YEAR 460 B.C. WITHIN THE 
WALLS OF THE CONFERENCE HALL AT CORINTH, 

А VITAL MEETING OF DELEGATES FROM ALLTHE | 

HELLENIC-STATES TAKES PLACE. GREECE, HOMEOF № 

HEROES AND GODS, CRADLE OF WESTERN CULTURE, | 8 

TEETERS ON THE BRINK OF DISASTER... 









| THEMISTOCLES, OF ATHERS, VOICED THE) YOU SAY FIGHT THE WHOLE WORLD. WE. S 


MORE DIRE PERIL. THE BARBARIC HORDE WE COULD. AND WHAT KIND Я“ 
POURS INTO OUR LAND. SHALL WE FIGHT OF CHAINS WOULD YOU HAYE? И 
TOGETHER AS FREE MEN OR PERISH | IRON OR. BRONZE? AND ОМД 
SEPARATELY AS SLAVES? OR SHALL WHAT PARTS OF THEIR A 
ХЕВХ! 3 | | x | 1 AN r | 
FOR ME THERE IS BUT ONE Unis aem i аса 

WORD. NO. , га 
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SPARTA! SPARTA! YES, LET US 
HEAR FROM SPARTA! WHAT WILL 
| SPARTA РО? ` 


ANOTHER DELEGATE ROSE... | LOCRIS. 
LET US *. WE ARE A SMALL STATE DIRECTLY IN 


HEAR YOU,) THE PATH OF THE ЕМЕМУ. WHO WILL. 
| FRIEND. ж HELP US? WILL SPARTA JOIN THE 


die ERS ? mu | 
































арка 


: 
Жан 


| 5 © ION O ЕК. | 
| И ONS Г oP қаса тн “А SPARTAN KING 15 NO DICTATOR. НЕ CANNOT АСТ | 


ATHENS IS MISTRESS OF THE SEA? I J WITHOUT THE AUTHORITY OF HIS PEOPLE. BUT I AM | 


| CALL UPON KING LEONIDAS TO SPEAK CERTAIN MY PEOPLE WILL FIGHT IN THE FIRST yr 
"Вр CURAR FOR SPARTA. | RANKS оқ THE GREEK DEFENDERS: J Ay ALL GREEKS 


N SPEAK WITH ONE VOICE: VICTORY OR ул 





Puemsrocies AND | LEONIDAS RETIRED TO PLOT | 
THEIR STRATEGY" THE PERSIANS MOVE LIKE А 


/ PLAGUE OF LOCUSTS. WE CANNOT ENGAGE THEM | 
IN THE PLAIN OF THESSALY, OR THEIR SHIPS ON THE, 


„ОРЕМ ЗЕЙ. 
=“ WE NEED А NARROW PASS SO THAT 
WE WILL NOT BE OUTFLANKED. | 





THIS DAY ALL GREEKS SPEAK WITH 
| LONE VOICE: VICTORY OR DEATH! | 








| THE PASS OF ) YES, THE BEST POSITION 
ТНЕВМОРУСАЕ!, NORTH OF CORINTH. учи 


| ГІ MUST ` 
CONSULT МУ COUNCIL, ONLY THEY 
> CAN ISSUE THE MARCHING ORDERS, 










I WILL ORDER THE SHIPS OF ATHENS ТО SAIL 4... 
FOR ARTEMISIUM AND IF THE GODS ARE GOOD 
TO US, I SHALL MEET YOU AND YOUR MEN IN 

LOCRIS-- BEFORE THERMOPYLAE. ит acl 


THERE , FRIEND. 


| THE WHOLE OF GREECE WAITS TO SEE THE 
| SPARTANS MARCH NORTH. | 


I LEAVE FOR 
ЊЕ Мез, ДЕТ Quienes Pepa A KT ONCE.. 

















— VP — THE PERSIAN )—— 
(УМ HIS WAY BACK TO SPARTA, LEONIDAS ARMY |6 AS < EVEN BIGGER. FOR SIX DAYS I \ 
| WAS JOINED BY ANOTHER RIDER... ^X ENORMOUS ) WATCHED THEM COME UNTIL Г 4 


I was А) EN EM COME UN ТИ 
AGATHON! | GUEST OF THE PERSIAN KING. НЕ 4 арун УК RAN OUT ОР НИМВЕК5. ТНЕУ 


I THOUGHT / LET МЕ GO SO I MIGHT FRIGHTEN j~ 
NEVER TO ^ THE GREEKS BY TELLING THEM e 
в а WHAT I HAVE SEEN. 


















ARTAN YOUTH PRACTICED FOR WAR AS IF IT WERE THE REAL THING, WAR WAS THEIR 
REASON FOR BEING; TO FACE THEIR ENEMIES WITHOUT EMOTION AND CONQUER OR DIE... 


(THIS WILL BE REAL WAR. THAT'S WHAT WE > 
HAVE BEEN TRAINING FOR SINCE WE WERE ) 


| "THEY SAY XE XERXES BRINGS, Ded Т ca PLENTY OF REAL FIGHTING. 


WITH EM THE WHOLE OF ASIA,) 


I CAN'T WITHOUT МУ За — ы шысы. aan 
FATHER’S PERMISSION )VASK KING LEONIDAS WHEN HE COMES BACK ^ 
4 К FROM CORINTH. ELLAS IS THE QUEEN'S NIECE.) 


BEFORE WE ДИ aa ( Ad | E. MIGHT. COME ON! T'LL RACE YOU | 
MARCH? ЖЕКЕ EE 2 E qm TO THE RIVER? | | 


| MARRY HER e 














[LEONIDAS AND AGATHON NEARED SPARTA... ( І САТ BELIEVE | MAYBE, BUT PHYLON SHOULD т 
DID YOU SEE DEMARATUS IN THE PERSIAN CAMP?) always BEEN) HAVE KNOWN ABOUT HISS 
У NO, BUT 1 SAW А REAL PERSIA LOVER ^, ^ GOOD MAN. x, FATHER’S ACTIONS. 
THERE --GRYLLUS, THE FATHER OF YOUNG Па ]/—7 


PHYLON. I SLASHED HIS FACE WITH 
| А A МИР — 
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IN А WAY, I WILL ASK LEONIDAS FOR 4. 
PERMISSION TO MARRY YOU. IN WARTIME ) 
| THE KING CAN АСТ FOR THE FATHER. > 





НЕ COUNCIL ОҒ EPHORS, THE RULING BODY ОҒ SPARTA. ХЕМАТНОМ 16 OPPOSED TO SENDING 


TROOPS TO THERMOPYLAE.. WE, THE ELDERS OF SPARTA.) BUT ATHENS HAS SURRENDERED 
(HAVE A SACRED DUTY TO PERFORM, WE ARE GUARDIANS OF „НЕР NAVAL LEADERSHIP TO US. 
PRECIOUS SPARTAN BLOOD. THAT BLOOD SHOULD NOT ВЕ SHED ) IT IS UP TO SPARTA TO LEAD THE - 
FAR FROM OUR NATIVE SOIL. WE HAVE NO COMMON CAUSE UNITED GREEK CITIES IN THE WAR 
WITH THE EMPTY TALKERS OF ATHENS... „ЛеАШЕТ PERSIA, p 













та алқ mon ems 







------ ч И’ THERMOPYLAE! 
' YES. BUT THE COUNCIL MUST ACT | | THE PASS THAT , 
QUICKLY IN ORDER FOR OUR ARMY | |. PROTECTS «X GREECE! MERE CITIES DO | 
TO REACH THE FIRST LINE OF | МОТ MATTER TODAY. ONLY 
DEFENSE IN ТІМЕ--ТНЕ UNITED, CAN WE AVOID 
PASS OF THERMOPYLAE. | |. SLAVERY. J 










| IT IS FOR THE | 

| COUNCIL TO 

DECIDE HOW А 
SPARTA ACTS, 
KING LEONIDAS, 



























| THE COUNCIL ADJOURNED TO CONSIDER THEIR ‘ NOT AS MUCH AS HE HATES ATHENS. НЕ |5 
DECISION. LEONIDAS RETURNED TO HIS dra ase DANGEROUS. AND HE MAY SWAY THE COUNCIL | 
| AND HIS WIFE, GORGO... ! AGAINST ME. J CANNOT DISOBEY BUT I | 


| | | "T BREAK MY WORD EITHER. 
HEARD OLD XENATHON SPEAK, PREACHING CAN'T BREAK M лиз 
SPARTA’S ISOLATION, IT SICKENED ME. 










І PROMISED THEMISTOCLES TO LEAD MY 4 


| MEN IN DEFENSE OF | 
THERMOPYLAE. BUT THERMOPYLAE 
— <! 50 FAR AWAY FROM 


то А GREEK, NO PART OF GREECE 15 FAR AWAY.) 


REST, MY HUSBAND. SOON IT WILL BE THE 
FESTIVAL OF CARNEIA. SPARTANS CANNOT 
MARCH DURING THE HOLY SEASON. " | 




































ДГ THEMISTOCLES ` 
| URGES YOU ТО 
MARCH NORTH AT 


I THINK THE GODS WOULD FORGIVE + 
US FOR нені NG DURING THE HOLY | 
SEASON BUT МОТ FOR DESERTING , „ 
GREECE. IT 15 THEIR HOME AS | 
WELL AS OURS! Kw | Се 






















WITH AN URGENT MESSAGE 


‘WHOLE OF GREECE Г 
FROM THEN YOL ES. | 


Mane THE — 





тей рете, 


tim : 


AGATHON, ALERT MY PERSONAL \ 
BODYGUARD. I MUST ATTEND , 
| THE COUNCIL OF EPHORS! - 









| TELL HIM THAT < 
| WE MARCH TODAY, / 






IT 15 NOT THE 
- X SPARTAN 
| THE ARMY MUST MARCH AT ONCE.) WAY TO 
| THE COUNCIL MUST GRANT 


| Tue COUNCIL OF EPHORS... 


| NOR TO NEGLECT GREECE. THE ALERT ORDER 
/ НАЗ ALREADY GONE OUT TO МУ PERSONAL 
"NEGLECT j 


BODYGUARD, WHO ARE NOT SUBJECT TO THE 


| DISPENSATION TO THE SPARTANS ) THE HOLY 
MIO LEAVE SPARTA DURING THE 


COUNCIL'S DECISION. ALL OTHER TROOPS АВЕ, 
A FESTIVALS. 
ТА FESTIVAL. T 


) WAITING. DO NOT LET THEM WAIT LONG, 
| — FRIENDS. ж 


=== MADE PLANS TO MARCH WHILE A AWAITING THE DECISION OF THE COUNCIL... x 


СП „А AS SOON AS THE COUNCIL PROCLAIMS 2 I THANK YOU, LEONIDAS. MAY Г, 
м A STATE OF WAR, THE WHOLE ARMY WILL 5. PUT FORWARD А PERSONAL 


\ COME UNDER MY ORDERS. PENTHEUS WILL, REQUEST? д ШЭ 


2 МҮ SECOND IN COMMAND. 
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"м AT 
| |5 YOUR 


| REQUEST?) WITH YOUNG РНУГОМ, HE ASKS | THE TRAITOR, WHOM І SAW 7 SPEAK WITH 
KX PERMISSION TO SPEAK WITH YOU. iN THE PERS! AN CAMP? — PHYLON. 


USHER HM IN, 










| SIR, I ASK YOUR PERMISSION TO MARRY ELLAS. 
| SINCE MY FATHER 15 AWAY AND MIGHT ВЕ Х 
| DETAINED BY THE WAR, Г ВЕС YOU TO ACT ) 


и НЕ 97 palin? WHEN DID YOU LAST HEAR )- 
Wee FROM YOUR FATHER?) 


NOT SINCE ) DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA ОЕ | 
/ WHAT MIGHT HAVE CAUSED Ж 
HIS DELAY 2 qu 













(1 HAVE HAD ALWAYS THE GREATEST Ñ 

Y THE PERSIANS, I < RESPECT FOR YOUR FATHER YET Г 
AGATHON SAW YOUR FATHER IN ч САМ NOT DOUBT AGATHON’S WORDS. 
"You MAY’) THE ENEMY CAMP WITH) AS SPARTAN KING I CANNOT ACT FOR 
SPEAK. Í EX-KING DEMARATUS. ( А MAN ASSOCIATING WITH THE ENEMY. di 


















Шы 
Ш. 













M THAT WAS MY FINAL WORD. THE 1 
SPARTAN WAYS ARE HARD, BUT | 
<Í FROM THEM WE REAP А HARVEST 

| OF LIBERTY. YOU SHALL wam 
| SURRENDER YOUR WAR ДОН a 


ГТ BEG YOU... LET ME WIPE OUT MY DISGRACE. 
PUT ME IN THE FIRST LINE OF BATTLE-- LET | 


МЕ DIE А SPARTAN! JAS А FREE-BORN MAN YOU 


l ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR FATHER'S 

| ACTIONS. YET I CANNOT ASK МУ SOLDIERS ГУ 

\ ТО ACCEPT INTO THEIR RANKS А MAN WHOSE}= 
—— FATHER 15 [^ a WITH THE 



















ЇН THE STREETS, TRUMPETS ANNOUNCED THAT 
THE COUNCIL HAD REACHED A DECISION. 
| HERALDS CRIED OUT THE NEWS! [PEOPLE 
/ OF SPARTA! THIS 15 THE DECISION OF THE 
COUNCIL! THE ARMY WILL MARCH TO THE 
DEFENSE OF OUR LAND BUT THE DEPARTURE 
WILL BE DEFERRED UNTIL THE END OF THE ¿ 

J SACRED FESTIVAL! | | | 


\ р p" c 


[LEONIDAS ALSO REACHED A DECISION... 


/ YOU CANNOT ) I CAN ANDI WILL.MY PERSONAL 
GO TODAY! /BODYGUARD 16 NOT SUBJECT 
m СТО THE COUNCIL'5 ORDERS. 


i 
Y ш ы, 
Ao Ва Ж Р 
rima. Е ы 
: =” 
а; 
act а 
г 
а чаак " 














































| BUT THAT'S I PROMISED TO HAVE МУ MEN АТ | THEN WE SHALL FIGHT / “Ë 
| ONLY THREE | THERMOPYLAE, I DIDN'T SAY HOW \\ TH уби ааа В. 
| HUNDRED МАМУ, SINCE WHEN HAVE SPARTANS Ј | Z СТЫ 1 
МАМ. J COUNTED MEN GOING INTO BATTLE? 4 BETE. 
WHEN THE FESTIVAL ISOVER OTHERS, | Vo MIZ 61 5. 
WILL JOIN US. TE 


| AGATHON WAITED HIS ORDERS... ет дү" 
THE MEN \ ALLOWS ME THREE HUNDRED MEN. 
ARE READY / DISMISS THOSE WHO HAVE NO LIVING 

SONS. Т WANT NO SPARTAN FAMILY 
cas OUT... GIVE THE ORDER J 
TO MARCH. WS ел. P 














WAIT! И 





[ PHYLON! DON'T! 


EELING DISGRACED, YOUNG PHYLON 





COULD SEE NO FUTURE FOR HIMSELF.,. 


МЕКО Ж.А 9L ЖЕ" АҒ, 
/ ARE YOU A WEAK AT THE | | | 
| WHY ARE YOU | FIRST BLOW YOU ARE READY TO / I BROUGHT YOUR SHIELD. VICTOR? OR KENTH 
| HERE? ГМ < JUMP OFF A CLIFF. YOU'RE A < HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN THE | 
AN OUTCAST, 

Ат IT? 


ыз 


THREE HUNDRED J— — —— РАМО ON 
pu | МО! THREE HUNDRED AND ONE. 


| FOLLOW OUR MEN. SHOW THEM THAT YOU MEN TO STAND / 
ARE A MAN AND A SPARTAN, OR DIE TRYING. AGAINST THE AND ALL SPARTANS! 
I SHALL BE THERE WATCHING YOU. LOOK! | | mee | 
LOOK THERE... J A —=s 






IF LEONIDAS LEARNS OF OUR DECISION 
“НЕ WOULD SURELY TELL THEMISTOCLES. 
WE MUST FIRST LET ATHENS COMMIT да 
> HERSELF IN THIS WAR. SUT WHAT OF] 


©, LEONIDAS AND His МЕН? 





| IN SPARTA, DEVIOUS PLANS WERE BEING MADE... Í 
XENATHON МЕТ SECRETLY WITH TAGIS, A FELLOW | 
, CONSPIRATOR. [PERHAPS WE SHOULD SEND THAT) 
MESSENGER TO LEONIDAS TELLING HIM OF THE ^ 
COUNCILS DECISION... THAT THE REST OF THE ; 

ARMY WILL NOT MARCH TO THERMOPYLAE. ; 


































| FIND OUT THAT Ñ | THE SPARTANS A MOVED АТ А FORCED | 
TO IT THAT А-- НО REINFORCEMENTS WILL ARRIVE...) | MARCH PACE... гота - 
| HE IS INFORMED) WHY, IT 15 LIKE DOOMING THEM a - —— 
IN TIME. | ALL TO DEATH! yma 4 





LOWE HAVE CROSSED THE LOCRIS BORDER, STILL А) 
NIGHT'S MARCH ТО THERMOPYLAE, У ДЕБЕ L 


"THAT I АМ TO MEET THEMISTOCLES. | 


TELL THE MEN WE REST HERE TILL 
ЕТШЕ b ый 





| [т MUST FIND SHELTER FOR YOU, MY NO 
| | LOVE. A WARM PLACE WHERE YOU CAN | 
| REST a REGAIN YOUR STRENGTH. „ 


— — 
^ 





Фтневс WERE IN NEED OF REST... 
"YOU ARE SHIVERING AND THE) ТАМ 60 |: 
X. SUN IS STILL HOT. /<- COLD! 











DECEM ur 


tah d 








THE PERSIANS — | 
/ НАМЕ NOT OCCUPIED THE И! 
PASS. THEY CAMP IN THE М" 

7 PLAIN BEYOND. 7777 | 







AND WAITS TILL WE 
SURRENDER. 






FRIEND ADVISING / 
‚ XERXES? — 






ІНЕРМОРУ,АЕ! HERE HISTORY WILL ВЕ MADE! HERE SPARTANS WILL FIND THEIR 


GREATEST, GLORY! ТНЕВМОРУГАЕ! А NAME TO LIVE FOREVER! 


DIEM 


баласын, 
dans san 


BSa 





_] SPARTANS... 


"WE HAVE REACHED THERMOPYLAE. 
THE ORDERS АВЕ... ВЕУОНР THIS 
ы WALL WE DO NOT RETREAT/ ' 





Samos. THE GOATHERD, HIS WIFE, TORIS 

GLADLY OFFERED AID. EPHISLYRD, THEIR 

| HELPER, A SULLEN BRUTE, SEEMED LESS - 
THAN. HAPPY TO SEE THE NEWCOMERS... 


"POOR CHILD. SHE'S ILL. WHERE 16 
THE WATER? EPHIALTES! WHERE 16, 
THAT FOOL? EPHIALTES! BRING Ж 
| ж THE WATER! дамын 






















|( YOU MEAN IT'S LUCKY THAT THE PERSIANS | 
X DON'T KNOW THE OTHER WAY. «4 


| THERE IS ANOTHER WAY? | 


TH ROUGH THE 
си 













YES, AN OLD GOAT TRACK. IT COMES DOWN. 


IN THE MORNING, SAMOS APPEARED AT 
BEYOND THE PASS. KING XERXES WOULD GIVE | 


| ТНЕ SPARTAN САМР. ГТ HERD GOATS. I^ 


\ KNOW THESE MOUNTAINS WELL, I'VE 
we MUST TELL THE SPARTANS ABOUT ARE | COME ТО TELL YOU THAT THERE (9 | 
THIS. IF THE PERSIANS FINO OUT, YOU? / A PATH LEADING THROUGH THEM {| 
OUR MEN WOULD BE TRAPPED, (X TO THE NORTH. THE PERSIANS 
. — | COULD USE IT, _ 























АСАТНОН, GO WITH THIS MAN, TAKE THE 
CONTINGENT OF PHOCIAN TROOPS. ORDER 
| THEM TO BLOCK THE PATH. IF I HAD GOLD, 
— P Г WOULD GIVE IT TO YOU. | 


XERXES HAS MEN IN MILLIONS, WE 
| 4 НАУЕ GREEKS, NM. Lue | 


CA 
о 


Ут DON'T DO THIS FOR GOLD. LET US| 
\ ве ON OUR МАУ, IT 15 A LONG WALK. | 





ATER THAT DAY... /THERE 15 MOVEMENT IN V THEN WE MUST GAIN А DAY, ОПЕ SCOUTS 
THE ENEMY CAMP, SIR. IT LOOKS AS THOUGH ) TELL ME THAT KING XERXES 16 ON A HILL 
THEY INTEND TO ATTACK IN THE MORNING. Á NEAR THE SEA. WE SHALL VISIT HIM 
„МЕ NEED ONE MORE DAY TO FINISH REBUILDING) TONIGHT. PICK OUT THIRTY MEN FOR 
| птици КОТА THE WALL! и ME--ALL GOOD SWIMMERS. 






















ORDERS: SILENCE AND SPEED, ТЕГАМ Л 
KILLED, PENTHEUS WILL < 

TAKE OVER COMMAND. LET 

19 MARCH! 


LET МЕ GO IN YOUR PLACE, LEONIDAS, IF YOU 


SHOULD BE KILLED... 3— ОБЕЕСЕ WOULD 
FIGHT ALL THE MORE FIERCELY, BUT 
WITHOUT XERXES, THAT GREAT HORDE | 
WOULD FALLTO PIECES... AS WE _/ 
| SHALL TRY TO KILL THE у 
PERSIAN KING. 











сое Т WAS EH PRU, SATUS TO НЕБЕ 


AN UNINVITED SPARTAN ATTACHED HIMSELF TO 


THE LINE OF RAIDERS...) 





РЕРЫАМ5 PATROLLED THE BEACH BELOW THEIR CAMP. FEELING C — | 
P SAFE IN THEIR NUMBERS THEY JOKED AND LAUGHED. SUDDENLY... ) 0, 





бан ar ea 


eas 


SPARTANS SPRANG FROM THEIR HIDING  |Г то THE KING’S 
PLACES. IN A MOMENT THE MEMBERS OF № Бу TENT! ур 
THE PERSIAN PATROL WERE DEAD. (aS tere omen f 


П 


SILENCE! WHERE , 
iS THE KING? у 





"LET US TELL THE PERSIANS THAT SPARTANS 


= VISITED THEM TONIGHT. FIRE THEIR CAMP, 
(УД AND THEY WILL SPEND TOMORROW 
— ` THINKING ABOUT T, | | | 








FOOL! РИМ! PHYLON! HOW DID You 
COME HERE? HURRY, NOW 16 NOT 
TIME FOR TALK. COME ON ! 


PERSA BOWMEN SENT ARROWS FLYING AFTER 
.THE RAIDERS. ONE FELLED PENTHEUS., | 





BACK AT THE SPARTAN CAMP... MEN 7 соор. THIS DAY WILL PASS IN PEACE BECAUSE 
| — J THE ARROW 2 OF OUR WORK TONIGHT, NOW WHERE 15 THAT 


( HOW IS РЕКТНЕЦ6?, ISSED THE MAIN ARTERY, ) YOUNG FOOL, PHYLON? y——Ə— 
E + НЕ ML LAE pes |. i - š 4 - ае НЕ SAVED МҰ LIFE, i 


LEONIDAS. ) 












7 SO DEATH IT WILL BE. GET YOURSELF A ` 
SHIELD AND CLOAK. THAT’S THE ONLY 
„ WAY FOR A SPARTAN TO DIE THESE 





YOU BROKE YOUR ORDERS. IN WARTIME, THE )| 
PUNISHMENT 15 DEATH. YOU KNOW THAT, y— 
PHYLON, j— ы 








IN THE MORNING ІМ ТНЕ PERSIAN CAMP, XERXES RAGED AT > THIS DAY 15 LOST. AND THE ° 
| i y ` SPARTANS REMAIN IN THE PASS. 


HIS OFFICERS, | 

| ! HOW COULD THIS HAPPEN! MY CAMP IN Mia EAR es 
AN UPROAR! THIS ARMY WAS MADE TO CONQUER THE < Y SEE EVERY MAN “OF THEM / ш 
WORLD AND А FEW GREEKS THROW ІТ INTO А PANIC: DESTROYED 7- <: 2 


oe 52 IT WILL BE | 
THESE SPARTANS SEE IN 24] 
THE NIGHT LIKE CATS, THEY || DONE ЖҮ LORS. 
- ARE SCARCELY HUMAN. : 









(Ат ТНЕ SAME TIME, LEONIDAS RECEIVED A MESSAGE FROM HIS WIFE, ‚ GORGO. Д. TA p 


MY WIFE 15 А CLEVER WOMAN. EVEN IF THE MESSENGER e 
HAD BEEN CAPTURED NO ONE WOULD HAVE THOUGHT TO 
LOOK FOR A MESSAGE BENEATH THE WAX ON THIS TABLET.) 













не 






A THIS MESSAGE CONCERNS US ALL. OUR MEN s 
АРЕ NOT COMING. THE COUNCIL MADE A — | 
SECRET DECISION TO FORTIFY CORINTH, ) „ 
4 AND | NOT — табадан E < си 





| THE BOILING WATER OFTHE 2 _ 
| SPRING WILL MELT THE WAX. ) ` 








ЕЕ ЫЙ; 
Aus си 






» HERE WE STAY, 
| STAND! 


THE ENEMY IS ON THE MOYE, 2 GOOD. ІТ ALSO MEANS WE ARE 1 y “% ⁄ 
SIR. DRAWING NEARER TO US. 3 DRAWING NEARER TO THEM. Æ Ш. „> 








THE PERSIAN KING, XERKES WAS PREPARED | 
TO ENJOY THE BATTLE. | 
- TWENTY 2 


HOW MANY THOUSAND, MY LORD] THE 
MEN IN THIS REST OF THE ARMY SHALL 54 
ATTACK 2 MARCH WHEN THE PASS 15 / | 
шу CLEAR. WE SHALL BE IN A 
ATHENS IN FOUR DAYS. 
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| WALL OF PERSIAN INFANTRY ADVANCED. | f= 1 | THE SPARTANS WAITED PATIENTLY. Ж 








REAL THING. THE PERSIANS WAIT THE < 
| „ COMMAND TO OPEN RANKS. PASS THE , и | 
WORD.. — gp. ETT — 2 


x THIS DOES NOT HAVE THE FEEL OF THE € JUDDENLY THE, PERSIAN LINE OPENED. HORSEMEN | 








The SPARTANS ТЕТ THE PERSIANS COME CLOSE THEN EXECUTED А LIGHTNING-LIKE = 
MANEUVER... / 4 š | 
| + 


ME STARTLING TACTIC TRAPPED THE ENTIRE SQUADRON ! 





DESTROY EVERY ONE OF | 
fee THEM ! LE = 





: J ел 
j ғ” жы EU y. 7 та Thes 
gs Мат DEI Ya ` 
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ФА не SPARTANS WERE READY... / THERE ARE TOO MANY OF | / THE PASS WILL | 
— оо | : THEM. THEY WILL -— й \ FIGHT FOR US, , 
i JAMMED. " 
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SPARTAN TRAINING WITH THE JAVELIN 
PAID ITS REWARDS... | 
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ERSIANS WERE EASY PREY THE HIGHLY ( 
TRAINED SPARTANS... THEY FLED! — 
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IT IS THE [NEU THEN CRUSH THEM WITH 4 
REL. а таш < ys 
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a | MACHINES. ` 
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WHARIOTS CAREENED 
WILDLY INTO ТГ 
ТНЕ PASS... 





pEONIDAS STUDIED THE CHA y ON THE CLIFFS ABOVE THE PASS, 
IT IS DANGEROUS FOR A KING TO LOSE ааа 21 

| HIS HEAD. THAT IS WHERE HIS CROWN REST 

— GIVE THE SIGNAL. 


А ROCK SLIDE DEMOLISHED MOST OF WF 
| THE CHARIOTS. ONLY А FEW MANAGED |. 
| ТО ESCAPE. СД 


"m - рони Em му OWN BODYGU ! yes 

THIS CANNOT BE TRUE! A GREAT ARMY ) | RIGHT. N BODYGUARD! ONLY E WE. 3 

| STOPPED BY А HANDFULOF MADMEN? , HAVE WHO CAN MATCH THE SPARTANS. \ 

| NUS we MUST GIVE OF OUR BEST, PA ONCE WE WIPE OUT THESE FANATICS | 

MY LORD, EVEN AS THE SPARTANS V THE OTHER GREEKS WILL GIVE МАУ. / 
DO. SEND IN THE IMMORTALS. 45. ORDER THE IMMORTALS ТО ATTACK. 7. 





XERXES SENDS HIS BEST TROOPS AGAINST US-- Y PHYLON SHALL REMAIN HERE AND PRETEND X: 
THE IMMORTALS. IF WE BEAT THEM BACK,FEAR $ TO BE DEAD. TORCHES WILL BE NEARBY, WE ` 
SHALL RETREAT, DRAWING THE IMMORTALS 
AFTER US. AT THE PROPER MOMENT, PHYLON ) 
WILL FIRE THE STRAW...TO YOUR PLACES! Y. 


WILL GRIP THE OTHERS, 
сита - WHY DO YOU HAVE 


STRAW SPREAD ACROSS 
THE PASS? y~ 




















qu IMMORTALS AND SPARTANS FOUGHT . ASTOUNDED AT THIS TURN OF EVENTS THE Hmm 
FURIOUSLY. SLOWLY THE SPARTANS FELL | IMMORTALS CHARGED RECKLESSLY. рд > 
| BACK... - | | | | | E 


&&EEING PHYLON MOVE, AN IMMORTAL 
| HACKED HASTILY АТ HIM. BLOOD SPURTED | | 


FROM HIS SHOULDERS, BUT HE MOVED ON 
TOWARD THE TORCHES. —— E 
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ГЕАРРЕР BY THE FLAMES, THE IMMORTALS WERE EASY PREY TO f 
THE COUNTER- ATTACKING 5РАВТАМӨ... Su ен cO | 









(THE BATTLE OVER, SPARTANS Ё 


| THAT NIGHT, THEMISTOCLES ARRIVED. 
AY TENDED THEIR S | ITIS NOT 


YOU HAD А ) _ ADVANCING BEYOND CORINTH. WE 
FINE DAY HERE. N BUY TIME HERE FOR GREECE , 
WHAT OF THE REST} TO PUT HER HEART INTO -<4 
Т OF YOUR ARMY / ARMOR. HAVE YOU CONSIDERED | 

— | < YOUR NEXT NAVAL POSITION? A 




























| THE STRAITS OF SALAMIS. THERE IS — Mi uENISTOCLES RETURNED TO HIS FLEET. 
| NOWHERE TO RETREAT TO FROM THERE. | AT DAWN, PGES. WAREN LEONIDAS... 
| МЕ SHALL WIN OR PERISH. j | | 

- ' GREECE | А PERSIAN HERALD, | / ЭО THAT HE CAN | 
WILL NEVER PERISH, AS ) HYDARNES, ВУ NAME. | [ SEE OUR DEFENSES? | 


МЕЛІ) Ñ LONG AS THERE ARE A SHALL I BRING HIM NO. I WILL GO TO | 
БЫЛ 7775 GREEKS. д Гер НЕКЕ + ДД x 
























| I BRING А MESSAGE FROM MY KING. \ Th | THIS SLAUGHTER IS SENSELESS, eee 1 
YESTERDAY WE Ош PROBED YOUR Е ¢ 2 YOUR ARMS AND MY KING WILL SPARE YOU. 
WHE T | =] É WHAT SHALL I TELL HIM? 
/ FIGHT IN NE — T^ СОМЕ AND Y: 
- ње THE SHADE. | | B 7 1 TAKE THEM! ДІ 








Bw HIGH ON THE MOUNTAIN NOT ТОО FAR AWAY... | EPHIALTES FAILED TOCONSIDER THAT А 
SPARTAN GIRL WAS A TRAINED ATHLETE... 

^i GO DOWN INTO THE VALLEY, | TOUCH МЕ AGAIN, YL — | 

ELLAS. COME WITH ME. PLL ) EPHIALTES, AND | 


GIVE YOU RUBIES AND GOLD. < PLL STRIKE YOU, Д 
















HE BATTLE CONTINUED FOR MOST OF THE DAY, - 

THE FIGHTING, FURIOUS. SPARTANS STOOD 4 

SHOULDER-TO-SHOULDER AGAINST ~ 
OVERWHELMING ODDS TO MAKE THIS THE 

MOST GLORIOUS SINGLE DAY IN THE HISTORY : 

OF GREECE, WHEN IT WAS OVER THE PERSIANS | 

WERE BEATEN AND DEMORALIZED... 
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MD. "WHE SPARTANS SUFFERED VIRTUALLY NO 106566. 440007” 
ЖДЖ IT WAS A SPECTACULAR VICTORY | co Om 
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ИРНАСТЕЗ: Ce CAN qr: YOU SHALL HAVE YOUR J) 


YOU ABOUT A SECRET < bel age vo > 

MOUNTAIN PATH THROUGH MOKTALS, HYDARNES, | 
THE MOUNTAINS... I CAN_/ AND LEAVE WITH THIS 

| GUIDE YOU FOR GOLD. 5 МАЧ: I SHALL LEAD THE | 







7 KING HAD ENOUGH... / | 
| THE PERSIAN KING HAD ENOUGH... / ec E 


BREAK CAMP, HYDARNES. | МЕ, MY LORD... 
WE MACH BACK TO PERSIA | А MAN WAITS. 

AT SUNRISE TO COLLECT 7 OUTSIDE, A 
> — BEARER OF 





































TROOPS FROM THIS SIDE. 
WE SHALL ATTACK АТ SUN- | 
RISE AND TRAP LEONIDAS | 
yy, BETWEEN US. poo 


| => IMPORTANT NEWS.. 
NN ае А GREEK, MAJESTY, 
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ти ТНЕ PASS, LEONIDAS WAS AWAKENED BY/  ( PHYLON, RIDE BACK THROUGH THE PASS AND 
| GRYLLUS, FATHER ОЕ PHYLON, THE МАМ Еди: ALL GREEKS OUT BEFORE THEY ARE 
| LABELED А TRAITOR.. THERE is LITTLE CUT OFF, THEY MUST FIGHT ANOTHER TIME, < 
| SPEAK, GRYLLUS, TIME. I WAS CAPTURED AND АЕ HERE, OBEDIENT TO THEIR Me ee 

WE'VE HEARD .— PLAYED AT BEING TRAITOR, THE Е. | | нана ! 

ODD THINGS v BETTER TO SERVE GREECE. BUT, | | | ма 
ABOUT YOU. / ENOUGH, THE IMMORTALS BROKE / à L 


— OVER THE MOUNTAIN. y || W | | 
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5 ТНЕ PERSIAN HORDE CLOSED IN, THE / THE ORDERS FOR THE DAY: WE CAN NO ` | 
SPARTANS STOOD READY ТО FIGHT. | LONGER DEFEND THE PASS SO WE SHALL 
тынық š — a= ATTACK AND TRY TO KILL XERXES. THE 

HILL BEHIND THE WALL WILL BE OUR 








Tue TRAPPED SPARTANS SOLD THEMSELVES 
DEARLY. 
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Qu» А FEW SPARTANS REMAINED WHEN... 








ETRIEVING THE BODY OF THEIR KING, THE 
SPARTANS REGROUPED. A PERSIAN HERALD 


RD... т - < 
RODE = YOUR POSITION 15 HOPELESS, 
Ивме HP THE BODY OF LEONIDAS AND YOU CAN 
NCN 3 HOME, YOU HAVE LOST THIS BATTLE. 7 


“YES-- BUT YOU HAVE LOST 


сти N q THIS WAR. 










SPARTANS WHO DIED THAT DAY LIVED FOREVER, 
SHORTLY AFTER THERMOPYLAE, THE PERSIANS 
WERE DEFEATED. IT WAS A SPARTAN VICTORY, 
THE TRIUMPH OF FREE MEN OVER TYRANNY! _ 





THE SPARTANS MADE THEIR LAST VALIANT ae 
| STAND... тт 
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After 600 В.С., Sparta cultivated only the 
military art. The city was an armed camp 
with the ruling class, the Spartiates, dedi- 
cated wholly to war. Every boy baby was 
inspected at birth by the elders and if found 
fit he was taken from his mother at seven to 
begin rigorous military training. At 20, he 
became a soldier, a citizen at 30, continuing 
as a soldier until 60, after which he could 
hold office. His entire life was spent under 
strict discipline. Spartiate women, though 
under a less severe discipline, were equally 
a part of the soldier society and not secluded. 
The government was headed by two heredi- 
tary kings, leaders in battle and religion. 
There was a council of 30 elders and a gen- 
eral assembly of citizens; the real rulers were 
the board of five ephors, elected annually. 





Armor has been used іп warfare as а protective 
apparatus for men, hore” 2 моче. sed ai- 
craft. Wood ог hides were used as materials for 
armor in ancient times, being replaced by metal. 
Characteristic types of body armor are the shield, 
helmet, breastplate, and suit of mail. Coverings to 
protect the body against weapons were known to 
the Assyrians and Etruscans; the Greeks used hel- 
met, breastplate, shin guards and shield. The armor 
of the Roman legions passed through many stages. 
And that of the medieval knights became more 
elaborate from the 11th to 16th centuries, chain 
mail giving way to a complete covering of steel 
plates. Steel helmets, tanks and other armored ve- 
hicles, plus armored naval vessels and aircraft, are 


now being used in widespread operations . . . 





